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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout (image) entitled Batbabes.jpg is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The publication is a colour photograph that has been downloaded from the Internet 
and printed out onto an A4 size sheet of paper. The title Batbabes.jpg is typed across 
the top of the page. The photograph presents two women, one straddling the other as 
she lies on the ground. The woman on the ground has her eyes and mouth open in an 
expression intended to imply that she is dead. A pool of red matter lies to her left side 
representing either blood or brain matter. Her tee shirt is soaked in red. The woman 
who is sitting astride her, holds a baseball bat aloft as if in preparation to strike. The 
bat is stained red. The woman is semi-naked with her breasts exposed. The 
publication gives the impression that the woman is dead after having been hit by the 
baseball bat. There is little context within which to place this image. 

By presenting an image depicting an act of violence to a high extent and degree, and 
in a manner that sexualises this violence, the Classification Office is of the opinion that 
the image is for the purpose of entertainment and sexual gratification. The storing of 
the image as a computer file, which is readily copied onto computer disk or transmitted 
for storage or reproduction on other computers, allows for wide distribution of the 
image nationally and internationally. Given all of these characteristics, the 
Classification Office finds that the availability of the publication is likely to be injurious 
to the public good. 
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It has been determined that s14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) 
applies to this publication. However, by virtue of the presentation of matters of 
violence and nudity, the publication is determined to be objectionable. The 
Classification Office considers this a reasonable limit on freedom of expression, as 
outlined in s5 of the NZBR Act. 
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